[Intra-arterial digital angiography of the liver and portal system].
Twenty-seven patients were evaluated by intra-arterial digital subtraction angiography: 20 for portal hypertension--6 also after a porto-systemic shunt--, 4 for evaluation of a hepatic mass and 3 for pancreatic or biliary tumours. Intra-arterial DSA has always shown vascular abnormalities. The advantage of intra-arterial DSA are reduction of the required amount of contrast medium and, consequent, reduction of the frequency of contrast medium reactions. Its disadvantages are limited field size of image intensifier and reduced spatial resolution as compared with conventional angiography. However diagnosis had never been affected by this limitation.